


Abu Dhabi is the capital and seat of 

government of the United Arab Emirates and 

the largest of the seven emirates. 

Abu Dhabi accounts for two thirds of the 

approximately $400 billion of UAE’s economy 

and owns 9% of the world’s proven oil 

reserves and 5% of the world’s gas reserves. 

Abu Dhabi also accounts for 60% of the UAE’s 

investable wealth and 75% of the UAE’s total 

assets under management. Abu Dhabi-based 

institutions - such as Abu Dhabi Investment 

Authority (ADIA), International Petroleum 

Investment Company (IPIC),  

Abu Dhabi Investment Council (ADIC), National 

Bank of Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Commercial 

Abu Dhabi at the crossroads 
of East meets West

Today Abu Dhabi has a robust and sophisticated 
financial services sector with highly capitalised banks, 
a large concentration of institutional and private 
wealth and several of the world’s largest Sovereign 
Wealth Funds. 

Bank and Mubadala - have earned their position 

as major players in the global financial services 

arena, managing substantial assets and pursuing 

international growth strategies.

For the past four decades, Abu Dhabi has 

transformed itself from a desert landscape into 

a thriving business hub surrounded by lush 

residential communities. Home to many talented 

and skilled professionals, Abu Dhabi is a modern 

and vibrant metropolis rich with impressive 

architecture, at the forefront of global green 

initiatives and planning for the next generation’s 

transformation.
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The Emirate of Abu Dhabi has a robust and 

successful finance heritage with a well-diversified 

portfolio across asset classes, geographies and 

sectors that all share the same deliberate and long-

term view of investment.

It was the discovery of oil and gas in the late 1960s 

that provided the opportunity to build and diversify 

a strong economy in line with the vision of the late 

Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the Founding 

President of the United Arab Emirates. This vision 

continues today under the leadership of His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of 

the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Abu Dhabi 

and under the guidance of His Highness General 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander 

of the UAE Armed Forces and with the support of 

His Highness Sheikh Hazza bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 

National Security Advisor and Vice-Chairman of 

the Abu Dhabi Executive Council, and has built a 

diversified economy with more than US$1 trillion 

of investable assets under management.

It is within this context that Abu Dhabi’s ambition 

for an international financial centre and the 

development of Abu Dhabi Global Market 

(ADGM) was a natural next step for the Emirate 

and the UAE.

ADGM has also tapped on the inherent strengths 

of the Abu Dhabi economy to establish an 

international financial centre which will stand 

alongside the world’s leading centres, such as 

Hong Kong, Singapore, London and New York, 

operating in partnership with them.
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At the heart of ADGM’s strategy is the spirit of 

long-term partnership and collaboration - locally, 

regionally and internationally.

ADGM’s strategy and regulations are developed 

in close collaboration and in consultation with the 

key players in the global financial industry including 

leading finandal institutions, regulators and IFCs. 

More than 60 institutions, 25 of whom constitute 

our Expert Panel, continue to actively engage with 

us and provide valuable input and guidance.

2015 was a defining year for us as our first 

licensed institutions began transacting business 

from ADGM on Al Maryah Island. As an IFC, 

ADGM comprises The Registration Authority, 

the Financial Services Regulatory Authority (FSRA) 

and ADGM Courts. As we had promised our 

stakeholders and customers, ADGM became fully 

operational in October 2015, opening our doors 

to financial and non-financial entities that seek to 

establish their presence and expand their business 

via the ADGM platform. As a global corporate 

citizen, ADGM will continue to enhance its position 

and establish partnerships and collaborations 

with local stakeholders and international financial 

authorities.

We welcome you and your organisation to ADGM.

Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh

Minister of State (UAE) and Chairman of ADGM

At the heart of Abu Dhabi Global Market’s strategy is 
the spirit of long-term partnership and collaboration 
- locally, regionally and internationally.
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02   Abu Dhabi Global Market

ADGM is a natural next step in Abu Dhabi’s role 

as a dependable and responsible participant in 

the global financial community. In line with Abu 

Dhabi’s Economic Policy, ADGM, a financial free 

zone, plays a pivotal role in positioning the city as a 

global centre for business and finance, connecting 

the economies of the Middle East, Africa and 

South Asia.

ADGM’s three independent authorities – the 

Registration Authority, the Financial Services 

Regulatory Authority (FSRA) and ADGM 

Courts – work collaboratively to ensure that our 

business-friendly environment operates in line with 

international best practice that is recognised by 

major financial centres across the world.

Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM),  
an international financial centre in the  
capital of the United Arab Emirates,  
was established by Federal Decree in 2013.

ADGM enables 100% foreign ownership of registered 

entities allowing these entities to transact business 

within a zero percent personal and corporate income 

tax environment and operate within an international 

regulatory framework with its own independent 

judicial system and legislative infrastructure.

Established as a broad-based financial centre, ADGM’s 

foundation stage centres around anchor sectors in 

which Abu Dhabi has its strength: private banking, 

wealth management and asset management, while 

allowing the participants the flexibility to expand their 

activities over time according to market demand.

Abu Dhabi Global Market, the award-winning 

and world’s leading international financial centre, 

encompasses the whole of Al Maryah Island, a 114 

hectare mixed-use residential, retail, leisure, hotel and 

commercial destination.

The natural next step

0%
personal  

and corporate 
income tax

Top 11th 
Country 
by World Bank 

for Ease of 
Doing Business



Al Maryah Island

perimeter of the 
Financial Free Zone

Al Maryah Island was designated a financial 
free zone and ADGM’s jurisdiction by Cabinet 
Resolution No. 4 of 2013 and Abu Dhabi Law  
No. 4 of 2013.

The first phase of the island is 

complete and includes ADGM Square, 

Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi, the 

Galleria and the 5 star Rosewood  

Abu Dhabi Hotel.

The Four Seasons Hotel Abu Dhabi 

and Al Hilal Bank commercial tower 

were completed in 2016 and together 

with Farglory’s Maryah Plaza consist 

of four striking steel residential 

buildings built by celebrated British 

architect Sir Richard Rogers

Currently under construction and 

scheduled for completion by 2018 

is Al Maryah Central, a mixed-use 

development which will include a 

large mall, as well as two integrated 

towers with a hotel, serviced 

apartments and  

luxury residences.



04   Registration Authority

The Registration Authority 

A full business ecosystem, welcoming a wide 

range of services and activities

In addition to institutions and financial services 

providers, ADGM welcomes a wide range of non-

financial businesses to benefit from the legal and 

operational platform and explore opportunities 

within the business community, the country and 

the greater region. Examples include:

-  Professional service providers, such as law firms 

and accounting firms, consultants, business 

training providers, IT and HR/search firms

-  Corporate headquarters, management offices 

and treasury functions

-  Single family offices, proprietary investment 

entities and trusts

-  Holding companies and special purpose vehicles

-  Industry and professional associations

-  Retail outlets, F&B and services

A highly-efficient and business friendly 

registration process 

ADGM the Registration Authority is an 

independent authority responsible for the 

registration and administration of legal entities, 

real property interests, data protection and charges 

created over companies’ assets. It is focused on 

fostering confidence for entities operating in 

ADGM, for example by:

Abu Dhabi Global Market provides the ideal platform 
and range of solutions for businesses operating 
across all sectors to access the wide ranging business 
opportunities emanating from Abu Dhabi, UAE and 
the wider region.

Your Platform for Success

-  Registering trade names and incorporating 

business and real property related interests 

within ADGM

-  Providing public information through the use 

of registers and easily accessible information 

on companies, real property interests, data 

protection and charges

Value-adding support and services to facilitate 

set-up, market entry and growth

ADGM wants to help businesses to succeed. The 

Registration Authority provides support to new 

businesses to meet a wide range of their needs:

-  A dedicated business development team 

guides new businesses through the steps of 

applying to and establishing in ADGM

-  A corporate relations team provides work 

permits, visas and other services

-  A client relations team supports new 

businesses with on-boarding, events, outreach 

activities and community development

-  A quality group ensures that all firms receive 

timely, effective services and gathers feedback 

to ensure that ADGM keeps developing as a 

truly business-friendly environment

The Office of Data Protection is also set up within 

the Registration Authority to advocate data 

protection in ADGM, maintaning the register 

of Data Controllers, enforcing the obligations 

upon Data Controllers and the relevant rights of 

individuals. For more information on “Getting 

Authorised” and being an ADGM firm, please visit 

“Registration Authority” at www.adgm.com



Dhaher is responsible for 

developing and overseeing 

the registration process for 

both financial and non-

financial services companies’ 

establishment within

Abu Dhabi Global Market. He 

also oversees the registration 

of real property and oversight 

of members’ compliance 

to laws and non-financial 

services-related regulations. 

Dhaher has held numerous 

roles related to business 

development and strategy over 

the course of his career and has 

spent over six years with the 

Dubai International Financial 

Centre Authority, in various 

managerial positions.

Registration  
Authority  

Core Services

Charges

Legal entities Real
Properties

Post 
Incorporation 
Services

Dhaher Bin Dhaher
CEO of the Registration

We allow businesses to spend more 
time doing what they do best - business. 
We support local and international 
companies and, together, we contribute 
towards the success and growth of the 
Abu Dhabi economy.

Legal and Trade 
names reservation

Employment 
Affairs Office

Visa and other 
government services

Special
permits

Provision of public 
information for free 



A fair, efficient and inclusive regulatory 
environment

ADGM promotes a robust and innovative financial 

services sector through the establishment of a 

fair, efficient and inclusive regulatory environment 

that is relevant and dynamic. This is underscored 

by Abu Dhabi Law No. 4 of 2013 empowering 

ADGM Board of Directors with the authority to 

enact regulations that provide certainty to market 

participants and allow the framework to be 

responsive to market conditions and regulatory 

developments. The Financial Services Regulatory 

Authority (FSRA) enacted its financial services 

rules and regulations and has been accepting 

applications for financial services authorisation 

since 21 October 2015.

As an international financial services hub for the 

Middle East, Africa and Asia, ADGM bolsters 

the competitiveness and dynamism of financial 

institutions and enhances as the efficiency of 

the financial markets through a risk-based 

and outcome-focused regulatory philosophy. 

The regulatory regime is comparable to other 

internationally reputable financial centres 

such as London, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

ADGM provides a well-regulated environment 

that is aligned with international standards 

and best practices, covering the spectrum of 

banking, insurance, wealth management, asset 

management and capital market activities. To 

reinforce ADGM’s standing as an International 

Financial Centre, anti-money laundering and 

counter-terrorism financing legislations are 

critical components of ADGM’s Financial Services 

legislation. Firms operating in ADGM can avail 

themselves of a variety of legal structures under 

our legislative framework. 

ADGM has been championing innovation, 

pioneering new regulations and establishing 

innovative solutions to enable financial 

intermediation, attract more liquidity and 

investments, and anchor financial services in the 

region. One of ADGM’s priorities is to support 

06   The Financial Services Regulatory Authority

An open, innovative and international 
financial services sector
ADGM offers its institutions, firms and investors 
the certainty of an internationally aligned legislative 
and regulatory regime that is benchmarked against 
globally recognised standards and draws on the best 
practices of jurisdictions such as Singapore, Hong 
Kong and London.

ground-breaking initiatives that enhance the local 

financial services environment and those that lead 

to the acceleration of growth opportunities that 

bolster the economies of Abu Dhabi, the UAE and 

the broader MENA region.

ADGM is committed to close engagement with 

all its stakeholders, to facilitate innovation and 

enterprise, promote soundness of financial 

institutions, encourage effective risk management 

and bolster confidence through fair-dealings with 

consumers. Working closely with stakeholders, 

ADGM continues to identify and implement 

strategies to develop Abu Dhabi’s financial services 

sector.

ADGM and its constituent entities have received 

awards from multiple national bodies and 

standards organisations. In November 2018, 

ADGM was voted Financial Centre of the Year 

(MENA) by Global Investor/ISF and the industry for 

the third consecutive year.

Other recent awards in 2018 include recognition 

as “FinTech Regulator of the Year (MENA)” by 

Seamless Middle East and “Most Innovative MENA 

FinTech Regulator of the Year” by the FinX Award 

2018. Global consultancy firm Deloitte had also 

ranked Abu Dhabi among the top new fintech 

hubs in 2017 in a market survey entitled “A Tale 

of 44 Cities”. It cited ADGM’s role in promoting 

innovation as contributing to its success, as well 

as banks’ willingness to partner with fintech 

start-ups and to embrace new technologies, such 

as using blockchain for cross-border payments. 

Additionally, in January 2018 the UK non-profit 

organisation Investors in People recognised ADGM 

as meeting their human resources sustainability 

standard, which was a first for any financial centre 

or regulator in the Middle East.

For more information on “Getting Authorised” 

and being an ADGM firm, please visit “Financial 

Services Regulatory Authority” at www.adgm.com

The Financial Services Regulatory Authority (FSRA)



Richard oversees the financial 

centre development and 

administration of the regulatory 

framework governing ADGM and 

its registered financial companies 

and entities. With more than two 

decades of regulatory leadership 

and experience in the capital 

markets and overall financial 

industry, Richard joined ADGM 

from the Singapore Exchange 

(SGX), where he was the Chief 

Regulatory Officer and also held 

various senior positions since 

2007. Prior to the SGX, Richard 

was with the Monetary Authority 

of Singapore (MAS) holding 

senior offices covering banking, 

insurance, capital market 

supervision and others. 

Regulating the market

Richard Teng 
CEO of the Financial Services Regulatory Authority

At ADGM, we believe that an enduring financial 
market is well-anchored by an open, efficient, 
and transparent regulatory framework that is 
responsive to the needs of its market as well as the 
developments in the global regulatory environment. 
Our regulatory approach adopts a calibrated 
balance of maintaining rigour in regulation while 
nurturing financial competition and innovation. It is 
important that we continue to listen to and engage 
market participants and stakeholders in cultivating 
a vibrant and sustainable marketplace for Abu 
Dhabi and beyond.

Your gateway to the
global digital economy 

2016, 2017 & 2018

MOST INNOVATIVE
MENA FINTECH REGULATOR

OF THE YEAR.  

ADGM SETS 

FINTECH 
‘FIRSTS’ 

FOR MENA 

1st FinTech 
Regulatory 

1st Plug & Play
MENA presence

Laboratory
(RegLab)

1st Calibrated VC
Manager Framework

1st Crypto-Asset
Regulatory Framework
in MENA 

1st FinTech 
Bridges

1st API Framework
in the region 1st Digital Sandbox

with participating 
regulator

1st tailored framework
for SME Financing in
MENA



08   ADGM Courts

The Right Honourable Lord David Hope of Craighead was appointed 

Chief Justice of Abu Dhabi Global Market Courts in October 2015. One 

of the most respected UK judges with over 50 years of legal, judicial 

and parliamentary experi-ence, he is responsible for presiding over 

ADGM’s legal framework through ADGM Courts of the First Instance 

and of Appeal. 

Lord Hope was a member of the UK’s highest courts for 24 years, and 

is currently the Convener of the Cross Bench Peers in the House of 

Lords of the UK Parliament. In recognition of his contribution to public 

office and as a chivalric honour, Lord Hope was appointed a Knight of 

the Order of The Thistle by Queen Elizabeth II in 2009.

The Right Honourable Lord David Hope of Craighead
Chief Justice of ADGM Courts 

Our aim is to establish an independent and 
first class judicial system, equipped with 
world class judges of unrivalled experience 
and integrity, to serve the needs of ADGM 
as a business-friendly and well-regulated 
centre for global commerce.

ADGM Courts oversee the first jurisdiction in the Middle 
East to administer legislation directly applying a number 
of well-established English statutes, as well as Scottish and 
Australian Federal law, providing the legal certainty and 
predictability required by a well-regulated financial centre for 
global commerce.

Linda Fitz-Alan
Registrar and Chief Executive  
ADGM Courts

ADGM Courts
 

ADGM Courts’ regulations and supporting rules were enacted 

by ADGM’s Board of Directors and the Chief Justice of ADGM 

Courts respectively on 17 December 2015. ADGM Courts 

of the First Instance and of Appeal have jurisdiction over 

all civil and commercial disputes within Abu Dhabi Global 

Market. With the establishment of this system of law and the 

appointment of the Judges, the global business community 

can be assured that ADGM is committed to providing clear, 

transparent and robust regulations and rules of the standard 

of an international financial centre. The legislative framework 

directly applies the Common Law, enabling ADGM Courts 

to draw on a well-established set of precedents. Therefore 

ADGM is able to offer its member institutions the same level of 

sophistication, certainty and flexibility in its legal and regulatory 

regime that is practised in various international centres such as 

Hong Kong, London and Singapore.

1st time

Common law 
of England and 

Wales on civil 
and commercial 
matters directly 

applicable

in the  
Middle East

Chief Justice of ADGM Courts

Legislated by its own independent judicial system



Judges of the highest stature

Sir Michael John Burton

The Honourable 
Lord James Mcghie

Sir Andrew Smith

The Right Honourable 
Sir Peter Blanchard KNZM 

The Right Honourable 
Dame Elizabeth Gloster DBE PC

The Honourable
Kenneth Hayne AC 

William Stone SBS QC 

ADGM Courts are committed to providing a service for the 
resolution of disputes that is of exceptional quality. The judges are 
of outstanding calibre and experience, emphasising the character of 
ADGM Courts as courts of international excellence.

ADGM Courts digital services
ADGM Courts offer a comprehensive range of unique electronic 
services that are accessible, efficient and effective.

Join the first fully 
digital court solution at 
www.adgmcourts.com

First digital courtroom
Unique digital transformation of justice 
and legal servicesDigital court file

Electronic case management and 
communication

Electronic filing capability for documents

Electronic evidence bundles

Electronic hearing and trials

Fast and simple registration
The first electronic hearing room, creating 
a true end to end solution for digital 
justice integrating innovative technology 
and creating optimal environment for 
papperless hearing.



ADGMAC further augments and enhances the 

arbitration infrastructure and landscape in the 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region with 

its outstanding service offering and digital facilities, 

raising the standards of dispute resolution and 

business confidence in the region. The Arbitration 

Centre caters to the ongoing strong demand for 

arbitration and mediation as parties’ preferred 

form of dispute resolution for their commercial or 

civil disputes. 

Based in Al Maqam Tower on Al Maryah Island, 

the ADGM Arbitration Centre has been designed 

with flexibility in mind, allowing parties to tailor 

the layout of the hearing room based on their 

specific needs, and can cater to hearings of up to 

60 participants. The facilities and services offered 

by the ADGM Arbitration Centre are available to all 

parties regardless of which institution they choose 

to administer their arbitration, including where the 

legal place of the arbitration is outside ADGM.

Recognising the unique offering of ADGM, ICC has 

established a representative office in ADGM, which 

facilitates ICC-administered arbitration proceedings 

in the region.

10   ADGM Arbitration Centre

Led by an expert panel of ADGM Court judges 

that strongly advocate the arbitral process, ADGM 

arbitral awards are enforceable under the New 

York Convention in more than 150 countries, 

multi-lateral and bilateral treaties with certain 

countries, and MoUs with leading international 

common law jurisdictions. F, ADGM stands out as 

a leader in the arbitration community with its pro-

arbitration framework modelled on the UNCITRAL 

Model Law with contemporary modifications and 

enhancements that address the evolving business 

needs of the arbitration community. 

Where the legal place of the arbitration is ADGM, 

ADGM Courts have a supervisory role under 

ADGM’s arbitration framework. ADGM Courts’ 

common law judges all come from jurisdictions 

which have an established track record of strongly 

supporting the arbitral process (England & Wales, 

Hong Kong, Australia and New Zealand).

The Centre’s use of smart technology will be of 

great assistance to parties with the conduct of their 

arbitration or mediation and is geared towards 

enhancing efficiency and ease of working.

A world-class arbitration hearing facility with  
state-of-the art technology based in the capital of the 
United Arab Emirates, opened for full operations in 
October 2018. ADGMAC is an initiative by Abu Dhabi 
Global Market (ADGM) and it is designed to address 
the regional and global community’s need for more 
robust dispute resolution and mediation services to 
support their business requirements and growth.

ADGM Arbitration Centre (ADGMAC)

Advanced Facilities 
and Features 
of the ADGM 
Arbitration Centre:
-  The use of cutting edge 

software for case preparation 

and evidence presentation 

-  Ceiling based microphone 

array-speakers and discussion 

system for sound reinforcement

-  Multi-camera video 

conferencing facilities 

-  Room facility control pads

-  Large display screens for video 

conferencing and presentations

-  Live audio and video 

technology for breakout rooms

-  Mute video monitoring for 

added security 

-  Strong and reliable WiFi 

coverage



In 2006, and based on the principles laid out in 

the Government’s Policy Agenda, the Abu Dhabi 

Economic Policy set out the roadmap for the 

Emirate’s economic progress. Designed to diversify 

the Emirate’s economy away from oil & gas, the 

Policy is a comprehensive plan for the long-term 

transformation of the economy by focusing on 

knowledge-based industries. 

As a result, Abu Dhabi today is not only a hub for 

commerce but also a hub for arts & culture, with 

the Louvre and the Guggenheim set to open their 

doors on Saadiyat Island, a hub for education as 

both Emirati and international students mingle on 

the Abu Dhabi campuses of Sorbonne University 

and New York University and also a hub for 

healthcare with world class facilities and doctors 

at the Imperial College London Diabetes Centre, 

the Wooridul Spine Centre and Cleveland Clinic 

Abu Dhabi, the latter being located within ADGM’s 

jurisdiction on Al Maryah Island.

Given the strong leadership commitment to 

success and economic advancements, the wise 

economic policies and the business environment, 

as well its political stability, the economy of Abu 

Dhabi has come to occupy a unique position 

regionally and internationally. The Emirate is 

moving steadily towards the future to bring about 

a radical transformation in the structure  

of its local economy.

Abu Dhabi has it all

11   Abu Dhabi

Safe cities index EIU

th
safest 
city

25

Infrastructure

Abu Dhabi’s infrastructure is on par with the most 

advanced countries across the globe. Since the 

mid-2000s the authorities have invested heavily 

in upgrading and expanding the emirate’s road, 

rail and sea links, both within Abu Dhabi City and 

throughout the emirate as a whole. Major projects 

currently under way or in planning include the 

provision of a new integrated public transit system 

for the capital with metro, light rapid transit and 

buses, a number of key road improvements, a 

range of new measures to improve road safety 

and traffic management, the development of a 

new industrial zone that has the potential to turn 

the emirate into a global centre for aerospace 

manufacturing and related services, and a rail 

project that is expected to transform the cargo and 

logistics industry and have a positive impact on 

passenger traffic.

Air Transport

Abu Dhabi has a vast logistics network that 

reaches destinations across the world via land, air 

and sea, led by Abu Dhabi International Airport, 

which is expected to handle over 20 million 

passengers annually once the current expansion 

phase is complete in 2017 and reaching 55 million 

in the following ten years.

Etihad Airlines, the internationally recognised and 

award winning National Airline of the UAE has, 

in just ten years, established itself as one of the 

world’s leading airlines. The airline currently serves 

116 existing passenger and cargo destinations.

Overlooking the glittering waters of the Arabian Gulf, 
Abu Dhabi boasts a lifestyle and quality of life for its 
citizens and residents that make it one of the world’s 
leading destinations for families, professionals, 
institutions and travellers. The capital city of the 
United Arab Emirates, Abu Dhabi is a modern 
metropolis with more than a million residents.



Healthcare

The healthcare industry in Abu Dhabi has 

witnessed rapid growth in the past few years 

fuelled by an increase in population, rising health 

awareness, access to quality care and a sharp rise 

in per capita healthcare expenditure. To manage 

the present and future healthcare needs, the 

capital’s healthcare delivery system is expanding 

its coverage and spending in both the public and 

private sectors. 

Maritime

KIZAD, an industrial development of 

unprecedented scale, ambition and vision 

was established in 2010 and stretches over an 

extraordinary 417 square kilometres. KIZAD 

incorporates the first semi-automated container 

port in the region and can accommodate the 

biggest ships sailing the world’s oceans. 

Road & Urban Transit

Abu Dhabi has a comprehensive transport network 

within the city and across the UAE. The creation 

of a number of new public transport systems is 

expected to transform transit in Abu Dhabi City 

in the coming years while establishment of the 

Public Bus Transportation System in 2008 has had 

a positive impact on public transit. Construction 

work on the Abu Dhabi Metro and LRT/Tram is 

expected to begin later this year and is expected  

to be completed by 2021.

Education

Abu Dhabi has also become a destination for 

higher education and has partnered with top 

global institutions including INSEAD, New York 

University (NYU) and Paris-Sorbonne University 

all of whom have campuses in the capital city 

and who welcome students from both the UAE 

and from around the world. Other renowned 

international institutes who have set up bases 

in Abu Dhabi include New York Institute of 

Technology (NYIT) and University of Strathclyde. 

In the UAE, 24% of its Federal budget has been 

allocated to education and Abu Dhabi in particular 

is on course to implement one of the world’s most 

ambitious educational development plans. Abu 

Dhabi has a very wide range of schools offering 

different curriculums taught in different languages. 

These include the British School of Al Khubairat, 

American Community School, Lycee Louis 

Massignon, German International and Al Choueifat 

International School among many others.

12  Abu Dhabi

Global collaborations 

providing world-class 

specialist healthcare 

include: Imperial College 

London Diabetes Centre, 

Healthpoint, a fully 

integrated, primary care 

and multi-speciality 

hospital at Zayed 

Sports City managed by 

Germany’s Asklepios and  

US-based Cleveland 

Clinic Abu Dhabi located 

in ADGM’s jurisdiction 

on Al Maryah Island. 

A partnership with 

Johns Hopkins Medicine 

International also provides 

world-leading expertise to 

Tawam Molecular Imaging 

Centre.
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Voted world’s top

destination 
to visit*

Sustainable 

tourism plays a 

big part in the 

development of 

the city and in the 

Economic Policy 

to diversify the 

economy.

*by CNN viewers

Culture

The Cultural District on Saadiyat Island is home to 

iconic museums such as the Louvre Abu Dhabi, 

Guggenheim Abu Dhabi and Zayed National 

Museum.

The museums establish Abu Dhabi as a centre 

for culture and attracts visitors from the region 

and beyond to view exhibitions, permanent, 

collections, productions and performances.

Guggenheim Abu Dhabi and Zayed National Museum.

Aimed to place Abu Dhabi on the map as a centre 

for culture and to draw in visitors from the region 

and beyond to view exhibitions, permanent 

collections, productions and performances, the first 

museum scheduled to open its doors in 2018 is 

the Louvre, with Zayed National Museum and the 

Guggenheim to follow.

In addition to museums, there is a varied cultural 

calendar that includes large number of art galleries, 

classical music festivals, heritage festivals and 

exhibitions. Today, Abu Dhabi is a fixed destination 

for some of the world’s well known artists during 

their world tours.

Leisure & Hospitality

A main reason why Abu Dhabi was voted one of 

the world’s top 10 destinations to visit in 2015 

by CNN is the innate generous hospitality of its 

people and the fantastic leisure facilities it offers. 

An Emirate where the sophistication of the 21st 

century elegantly embraces the simplicity of a 

bygone era, Abu Dhabi boasts more than 200 

pristine islands, fantastic water sports and marinas. 

It is also home to Ferrari World, the first Ferrari 

branded family friendly theme park, Yas Marina, 

the Formula One track, Yas Waterworld, some of 

the world’s best golf courses and a wide selection 

of hotels including the stunning Emirates Palace and 

some of the world’s most renowned restaurants and 

retailers.
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